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CORRESPONDENCE. 


SUNDAY PENALTIES. 


Mr. Editor—If your many headed Corporation contains any heads 
who read and reflect, like us single mortals, then they will do well to 
consult ancient and modern history, where they will find a thousand 
proofs to convince them of the folly of persecutimg men for religious 
sentiments ; and also, that the following overwhelming facts have been 
established by the experience of every age: That all the Penal Laws 
ever passed in favor of religion, either by the Heathen, Jews, Turks or 
Christians, never produced a single convert; while they have never 
failed to make millions of hypocrites! I therefore consider all such 
Penal Laws as infallable signs of the mortal origin of the religion 
which they are intended to support: and as they failed to support every 
other religion, very long, so we may calculate on the same result with 
respect to the Christian religion. Indeed, I consider them as pretty 
good recruiting agents for Theism, Deism, or any other kind of ‘ ism” 
that is friendly to a free and impartial inquiry into that most doubtful 
of all sciencies, Theology. 

The Bigots must first try to make every man in the nation /ook alike, 
before they can hope to make them think alike ; for surely it is much 
easier to controul such tangible and humble matter as their bodies, than 
the untangible and independent souls of men. 

As an evidence of the uselesshess of such Penal Laws, ve can cite 
all the Catholic Nations, where Theatres, Concerts, Dancing, Gambling, 
and other amusements on Sunday, are encouraged by their govern- 
ments ; and even in Great Britain, and other Protestant countries, there 
are more vices and immoralities committed on a Sunday, than im all the 
rest of the week. 

In addition to all this, the great sheet anchor of their first rate ship 
Bigotry, in the Protestant Navy, is lost, and the poor ship already 
drifting near the breakers of Infidelity; for according to the last dying 
speech of the “ Anglo Scotch Presbytery,’ who were well armed and 
hedged around with Penal Laws and ordinances of every kind; but, 
notwithstanding all these, they confess, that out of one hundred thousand 
who were baptized in their Kirks, not one out of a hundred continue 
their connection with the Kirk! while all the rest turn “ Infidels.”— 
And if such fruits are produced under the Penal Laws of the Scotch 
Churches, amongst the Slaves of Great Britain, what must be their re- 
sult in this country where we are only Demi-Slaves? For that every 
Corporation law proves that you are not only in a state of Mental Bon 
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dage, but likewise deprived of part of your Civil Rights, of dispdsing of 
your time as you please ! 

What a strange kind of Lanp or Lreerty is this! And what a 
strange kind of “Liner ty you enjoy, when it is in the power of every 
hypocritical bigot, or fanatic, to disturb and persecute others, every day ! 
Was it for this kind of demi-bastard liberty that our sires fought and 
bled? If so, they fought and bled in vain. But no! they went ‘for the 
Wuote of our Liserries, and nothing but complete liberty will ever 

satisfy their sons. 

As to the Penal Laws in favor of your “ Sabbath-day,” so nicknam- 
ed by the Priests, it is one of the most shameless metamorphosis ever 
made by them ; for the fact is, if there was any Sabbath day at all, it 
would be, according to Moses and the Prophets, as well as Christ, on 
the “ seventh day.” and not the first day, as ‘* Sun-day,” which was 
dedicated to the Idolatrous worship of the Sun, by the Pagan nations; 
from whence the Christian Priests stole that wonderful Hoty day in- 
deed! And your Legislature, or City Corporation, have just as much 
right to make such Holy days, Penal as Nero, the Prince of persecu- 
tors, had. It is sporting with the bleeding consciences of others. But 
all persecutors delight iu such sport ! 

The next time any person is persecuted for violating the Pagan’s 
Holy Day, Sunday, 1 would advise the defendants to prove the above 
facts to the j jury, by such men as Mr. Houston, Judge Hertell, and other 
respectable witnesses ; and they must be convinced of the unconstution- 
ality of your Sunday Jaws, and acquit all who are thus persecuted for 
pursuing the dictates of a pure conscience, And may the wretch who 
is so base to his country, and ungrateful to his Gop, as to be unthankful 
to both for the liberty of conscience which he enjoys himself, and, at the 
same time, wishes to deprive others of the same priviledges, become that 
object of scorn and contempt, which such tyranny and hypocricy merit. 
But as your Legislature have recently repealed part of your State Sunday 
laws, as unconstitutional, no doubt they will pass the same sentence on 
all the Sunday laws of your Corporation. 

If the gentlemen who compose your City laws, as well as their officers, 
will consult the same volumes, alre ady referred to, a little more, they 
will find that all the persecutors of the human race, for a mere differ- 
ence of opinions, were the vilest of hypocrites, from the old Serpent 
and Judas, down to Cromwell and Ferdinand the 7th. And every per- 
sonor persons, who aid or give countenance to any prosecution, for a 
mere difference of sentiment on the most doubtful of all subjects, con- 
vince the world, at once, of the depravity of their own souls; and that 
if they had the same powers, they would become as notorious tyrants 
as ever Cromwell or Ferdinand were ! 

If your Sun-day was derived from Gop, Hr would make it more re- 
spected, without waiting for the hypocritical aid of Bigots ; but as every 
man of reading can prove, that that day is derived from bei ‘ing devoted 
to the Idolatrous worship of the Sun, L will ventnre to predict, that 
neither their Gop, nor ours, will ever care any thing about it. 

The Popes of Rome produce the requisite credentials from their God, 
for establishing their jurisdiction over the souls and bodies of men. Can 
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vou, gentlemen of the Corporation, or any of your officers, produce anv 
similar authority for violating the Liberties and Consciences of others ? 

The Prorie have expressly forbidden their highest tribunal from 
making any laws relative to religion. From what part of the State Con- 
stitution do you, gentlemen of the € orporation, derive your powers of 
prescribing religious times and duties | 

According to your motley system of Laws and Religion, it is lawful 
for all your christian citizens to profane your Holy Sabbath day, by 
working or selling milk and fish, and small meats too—such as lambs, 
sheep and calves, which are even slaughtered as well as sold on your 
Moly Sunday! But if one man sells a garment to another, who is 
half naked, he violates the law, and commits a great sin, even in the 
eyes of those pious Christians who lulled the calves, or bought some of 
them at the same hour!! 

What Law! What Religion ! What Morality ! What canting hypo- 
ericy! [wonder that the very boys do not point the finger of scorn at 
such city Legislators, and cry out, “ Away with such Bigots : away 
with such Fanatics!” F or they are worthy of being ranked with the 
authors of the “ Blue Laws” of New England! 

C. SHULTZ. 

P. S. How fatally blind does Bigotry make men! If they wish to 
check all traffic on the unholy day of the Sun, they must fine and pun- 
ish the buyers likewise, as they are the principal, or first party in every 
traffic. For if the buyers did not make the first breach i in that Jaw and 
religion by first tempting the seller to traffic, there would not be any 
sellers at all. But the fact is, there is not a single member of your Cor- 
poration, or any of their officers, but who buys something ev ery Sunday, 
and therefore are greater sinners than the simple sellers, according to 
their own system of Religion and Morality. 





A few plain Observations on the Mosare account of the Creation, and 
the Fall of Man. 
Concluded from page 362 


Gen. ii. 8. ** And the Lord God planted a garden, and there he put 
the man whom he had formed.” Where this garden was, it is very 
difficult, | believe, to determine. In the first chapter, Adam was at 
liberty to eat of every herb, and the fruit of every tree, and he had the 
range of the whole world. Here we find he is prohibited to eat of the 
fruit of a certain tree, and we also find God confining his limits toa 
garden, which lying between the four rivers, as mentioned in Ith, 12th, 
13th & l4th verses of this chapter, could not, according to some writers, 
be less than some hundreds, if not thousands of miles m extent. This 
must have been a pretty large patch of land for one man to keep in or- 
der without any sweat on his brow! 

Ver. 17. “ For in the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.’ 
‘These words are said, by many, to signify, not a natural, but a spiritual 
death. What reason has been assigned for the construction, I de 
not remember : however, [ sce none in the text, but, on the contrary, £ 
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see sufficient to convince me, when I compare this verse, with chap. 11. 
ver. 9, that the denunciation referred to the natural death of Adam. 
God had told Adam, that if he disobeyed his command, he should die. 
When Adam had eaten of the fruit, God embodied this threat in the 
sentence, ‘* Fer dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Gen. iii. 
19. But whetber a natural or a spiritual death was signified, what are 
we to make of the expression that Adam should die that day on which 
he eat of the forbidden fruit. I am equally at a loss to reconcile it with 
chap. v. ver. 5., where we are told “* Adam lived nine hundred and thirty 
years.” "This, ‘like a great many other things in the bible, is above my 

comprehension, and were I to possess as much faith asa grain of mus- 
tard seed, I believe I should still be unable to unravel the mysteries, and 
reconcile the contradictions im that book of truth and wisdom. 

Ver. 18. “ It is not good that the man should be alone.” In the pre- 
ceding chapter, God pronounced all he had made very good : in this 
verse he says, it is not good that man should be alone. But when he 
pronounced all very good, man was alone. In Gen. i. 31, Ex. xx. 11. 
Moses says, God made a// things in six days. If he did so, how came 
he to make woman afterwards, as stated in the 22d verse... Whether 
these be contradictions, or a part of the beauties of the bible, I must 
leave to priests to settle. 

Ver. 21. In the making of woman, God has recourse to a surgical 
operation. He causes Adam to fall asleep, takes out one of his ribs, 
and closes up the flesh ; so this bone was changed and magnified into 
bones, flesh, blood, veins, &c., in short it was transformed into woman, 
as we see her now. When she was made, ‘ God brought her unto 
Adam ;”’ but how could he bring her unto Adam, unless we are to sup- 
pose that he took the bone aside in order to manufacture it into its des 
tined form, woman. However, be that as it may, God brings her unto 
Adam, who says, “ this is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh.”— 
How Adam, who was “asleep” when the operation was performed, 
could have a knowledge of it, is not accounted for ; nor does the writer 
inform us how Adam.could sleep, while one part of his body was torn 
from the other. Surgery must have been then ina high state of perfection. 
What a mass of excruciating pain would be avoided, were our surgeons 
acquainted with this perfection of their profession ! 

Chap. iii. Ver. 3. In this chapter we have a remarkable instance of 
the wisdom, justice, and affection of the Jewish God. God having cre- 
ated a pair af human beings, it was necessary to resort to some trick, 
in order to know the extent of their weakness, and that of his power. 
He placed them in the garden of Eden, which he had planted, and gave 
them a charge not to eat of the fruit of a certain tree ; the conseqnence 
of a Violation of this ‘command was to be immediate death ; “ for in 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Well, their curiosity 
(which God had given them,) was excited ; but lest their weakness should 
not be sufficient, God placed at their side a “*subtle being,” which he 
had made, and, to all appearance, for the occasion, (for the bible does 
not inform us for what other purpose it was created.) Now this “subtle 
being,” which is called a serpent, enters into a conversation with the 
woman [no book that 1 am acquaimted with, except the bible. gives any 














face sae 





CORRESPONDENT. 





Phik 


account of serpents’ speaking,| on the great and necessary importance 
of eating of the forbidden fruit. ‘The result is, the woman eats of it, and 
gives some to her husband. No sooner had they done this, than their 
eyes were opened, and they perceived that they were naked. If their 
eyes had been open previous to the commission of the act, why does 
the writer say ‘‘ the eyes of them both were opened,” after the alledged 
erme ? And if their eyes were not previously open, how could the wo- 
man see that “ the tree was pleasant to the eye,” &c.? It is evident 
from this verse, (7th,) that they could not see, before they ate of the 
fruit; and it is also evident, from the preceding verse, (6th) that they 
could see before they committed the act, or why say, ‘‘ And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and pleasant to the eyes, &c. 
she took of the fruit thereof.* 

Ver. 7. After they had ‘* made themselves aprons, by sewing fig leaves 
together, [how did they get a knowledge of, and the materials for, sew- 
ing,| they heard the voice of the Lord God w alking in the garden, in 
the cool of the day.” It is something singular that a voice should 
walk ; however, passing over the blunder of the writer, we can, perhaps, 
form an idea what he intendsd to say. ‘“* Adam and Eve hid them- 
selves among the trees ;”’ God calls to Adam, * where art thou?” as 
though he did not know, or something like children playing at hide and 
seek. Adam answe rs, “* I heard thy voice and was afraid.” God 
asks him if he has eaten of the forbidden fruit ; Adam answers in the 
affirmative, but attempts to excuse himself by saying, the woman gave 
itto him. God asks Eve why she had done it ; she answers the s ser- 
dent beguiled her. ‘Then God pronounces his curse on the serpent, the 
woman and the man. The curse on the serpent is to * go upon his 
belly, and eat dust all the days of his life.” Whether he went erect, 
like a man, or on all fours like a beast, we have no means of ascertain- 
ing. Whether serpents eat dust, | cannot say ; but according to Gold- 
smith and others, their support is derived by preying upon the lives of 
animals, birds, insects, &c., so that if they do sometimes eat dust, it is 
when they have not an opportunity of preying upon animated beings. 
As to serpents eating dust ald the days of their lives, (to say nothing of 
their torpid state, duri ing winter,) itis about as true as the story of Jonaly 
and the whale, the plagues of Egypt, the horses and chariot of fire, con- 
veying Elijah to heaven, and the Devil placing Jesus on the pinnacle of 
the temple!!! 

Ver. 16. When pronouncing the curse on the woman, God says, “ I 
will greatly multiply thy sorrow,” &c. If she had no sorrow before the 
fall, how could her sorrow be multiplied? And if she had sorrow before 
the fall, she could not be happy, and of course all could not be “ very 
cood.” It will perh: aps be said, that God, when he said, ‘I will great- 
ly multiply thy sorrow,”’ was alluding to that sorrew which Adam and 
Eve felt, immediately after they had committed the act : to which I an- 
swer, that our sorrows are greatest the first moment we know that we 
have committed a crime, or misdemeanor, whether accidental or mten- 


* Whether it was the mere vision of the eye, or the faculty of perception, this 
reasoning will apply to either. 
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tional, and that every subsequent moment, that sorrow, remorse, or Coti« 
punction, decreases, until it settles into a stupid melancholy, or indiffer- 
enee, or an occasional pang. 

Ver. 17. “ Cursed is the ground for thy sakes.’’ Such was the effeet 
produced by eating “of the forbidden fruit, that God, not satisfied with 
cursing man, curses even the very ground.* Even supposing Adam 
by eating of the’forbidden fruit, had committed a crime, | cannot con- 
ceive why, nor was it just, that ‘the beasts of the field should be punish- 
ed for an act in which they did not participate, (if the serpent is called 
a beast, then there is an exception ; then confine the punishme nt inflict- 
ed on all the brute creation to the serpent kinds, though they ought not 
to be punished for what one serpent did,) while the subtle bei ing that pro- 
duced war in heaven ;a tempted Eve ;? blighted the six days work of 
God ;¢ from being a mere angel, became the prince of the power of the 
aur sd and from the language of Jesus, the successful opponent of God !¢ 
Justice would say that none but the transgressors ought to be punished ; 
but the justice of the Jewish God is one thing, and the justice of a just 
man is another thing. Did not God know, when he gave the command, 
that Adam and Eve would break it? If he did not know, where was 
his foreknowledge? If he did know, why did he permit, and afford e very 
facility to perpetuate theevil? Was it consistent with justice and humanity ¢ 
Was it becoming him, as a friend, a guide, and a father? Could man, 
if he possessed the power and the will, act more cruelly? Is there a 
man ih a thousand, nay in ten thousand, even among the savages, who 
would act thus towards his own offspring ? IT am well aware that some 
Christians will say, that “ by the blood of Jesus man is able to attain to 


a state of happiness, to which he never could arrive had not the fall of 


man have taken place.” But according to the language of Jesus, very 
few, in comparison, inherit that happiness, that eternal bliss.“ Wide 
is the gate,”’ says he, ‘* and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat.” While “ straight is the gate, 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and Sew there be that find 
a Matt. vii. 13, 14. But supposing, for the : sake of argument, that 
the blood{of Jesus did eleanse, or remove the sins or impurities of those 
_ pr fess and practice Christianity, what has become of all those 
psa? ians who have existed prior and subsequent to the supposed 
exister nce of Jesus ; and what comparison, in numbers, do all the Chris- 
faa that have existed, and that do exist, bear to all anti-christians that 
existed? Even with the aid of the Inquisition in some countries, 

é law and the sword in nearly all others ; and with the aid of the 
onary, Tract, and Bible Societies, the people of God, (as Chris- 
fistiaris call themselves) are to those of the devil (anti-christians) as one 
to four, admitting all the inhabitants of Christendom as Christians. 
But deduct from the amoufit all — who disbelieve, those who make 





* Curses even the very ground: It must not be supposed that this curse applies only 
fo the mere groond, for we find in verse 14, of this chapter, that the serpent was 
cursed above all cattle, and above evey beast of the field.” 


@ Jude 6th and 9th verses. 6 Gen. iii. 1,4.5. ec Gen. iii. dd Eph. ii 2. 
¢ Matt vii. 13, 14. 
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a profession of Clristianity without either believing or disbclieving, or, 
in fact, without knowing much of its docirines,Sbut profess because 
they have been taught, and sometimes compelled to attend the church, 

and those who make a profession merely to avoid the proseriptive spirit 
of Christianity, and we shall find, perhaps, that Christians will not 
amount to more than forty millions, out of eight hundred millions, the 
supposed population of the world. — Thus we see that the devil, the origi- 
nal tempter and betrayer, at the end of nearly six thousand years from 
the supposed fall of man, and eighteen hundred after the supposed 
birth of Jesus, governs and controls, seven hundred and sixty millions, 
or nineteen twentieths ; while God, who is said to have created man to 
occupy the place of fallen angels, prior to their rebellion, cannot claim 
more than forty millions, or one twenticth! Where then is the Omnipo- 
tence, the wisdom the tender affection, to say nothing of the justice, of 
the Jewish God ; the punishment and degradation of the devil ; and 
the equal, nay the superior and happy state of man ! 

Ver. 19. “ Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.’ This is 
a part of Adams sentence. God had told Adam aud Eve to multiply. 
Had they done so, they must have produced children ; these must have 
produced children, and so on, ad infinitum; and as no deaths should 
take place, | ask how long could the earth, in that state of progression, 
sustain its inhabitants. God did not say, * you shall multiply until the 
earth is fully inhabited, and then cease to do so.” Again,—lIf the life 
of man, before the flood, was six or seven hundred, and in some instan- 
ces, nearly a thousand years, [ should like to know, from some Chris- 
tian who is acquainted with the use of figures, how soon the earth 
would have been thickly populated ? 

Ver. 22. “ The man has become as one of us, to know good and 
evil.” This, and the fear of Adain eating of the tree of life, are the 
reasons assigned by the * Lord God” for driving Adam and Eve out of 
paradise. Did not man, by knowing good and evil, approach nearer 
to Deity than if he had continued in his original state. Adam, in his 
former state, was little more than a machine ; though that state, from 
the bible account, was to be preferred, a thousand times, to his intellec- 
tual state. Had the wickedness of man been confined to the first hu- 
mun beings, there would have been some plausible ground for God be- 
ing afraid, and preventing Adam committing an act that should have 
the effect of rendering life eternal: but when we find that man has al- 
ways been wicked, is still so, and likely to continue the same, 1 cannot 
see the utility of making the life of Adam finite. Ifthere is a certain 
quantity of evil in the world, what does it signify whether this certawm 
quantity exists in a few individuals, or in many, or whether it exists in 
2 mass, or is divided? ‘The quantity is still the same. 

That must have been a strange fruit indeed, that could make a man 
“ live forever ;” and it must have been equally strange, that it could make 
null and void the command of God. 

Had man lived forever, and retained his senses and his faculties, he 
might have become acquainted with the whole circle of the arts and 
sciences. No murders, hangings, drownings, &c. could take place ; 


ow bae J 
few schoolmasters would be wanted; no priests and missionaries, with 
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their bible and tract societies, would we able, {as there could be no tuture 
state, there could be no devil and hell] to terrify men and women, out 
of their money, for their “eternal happiness, and the glory of God.” 
No—men who tell us to have faith, patience, and resignation ; to disre- 
gard the sufferings, the pleasures, the riches of this world, and lay up 
treasures in heaven ; ; men who are well fed, well clothed, live an easy life, 
and their families do the same; who occupy large houses, extort money 
from some who are unable to purchase the necessaries of life, and are 
considered to have their calls, or appointments from God, would not be 
able to practice their impositions on a credulous community, as they 
have done in all systems, in all ages, and in all nations. 

These evils would have been avoided had God permitted man to “live 
forever.” So we see that God first permitted, and made man liable to 
fall; then he added his curse to that fall, and then he prevented Adam’s 
eating of the tree of life, which would in part have corrected the evils 
arising from that fall. 
, Ji J LIAN. 
Philadelphia, June 182s. 


Mr. Editor : While 1 disclaim all intention of dictating to you, f 
sincerely hope you will not attach impertinence to the following re- 
marks, which are given merely as my private opinion, and are perhaps. 
not worth a straw. 

REFERENCES. 

On a former occasion you were kind enough to insert a few observa- 
tons on this subject, which I touk the liberty of making, (vol. 1, p. 59.) 
and the course then recommended has since been generally pursued, 
though there have been some variations ; but my attention is excited at 
present by a conversation which f recently had with a friend. We werc 
speaking of different societies and institutions, and among the rest he 
mentioned the F’rec Press Association, which, from all he had been able 
io learn about it, he concluded to be outrageously profane and licentious ; 
and as sufficient to confirm his opinion, he produced a card which had 


fallen in his way, which he supposed to be yours, contaiming a host of 


charges against the Bible; on reading it, I confess that I thought it well 
adapted to create unfavorable feelings. 

“We have abundant reason to suppose, that there are thousands of per- 
sons arround us, who, upon religion, have not even a solitary idea of 
their own ; but have grown up under the influence of parents and 
priests, and still continue to be just such creatures as they wished to 
make them. In all such cases, I think any thing like one of those cards 
pdmirably calculated to make a powerful first impression ; but in their 
present form, I should not be surprized to hear a true be liever, upon a 
first perusal, declare himself shocked with abhorrence, and denounce the 
sentiments as the impious effusion of a very devil incarnate ; whereas, 
by fortifying every assertion with an ample reference, the person would 
be constrained to pause, reflect, take his bible, seat himself and examine ; 
he would subsequently be induced to seek more proofs, and examine 
more deeply ; and when once fairly set loose in the field of investiga- 
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fon, We may rest assured that his eyes will open, and his shackles of 
superstition will fall. 

Virulence usually appears to pervade the discussions of parties advo- 
cating contradictory opinions, particularly on politics and theology ; 
but with those who honestly differ from us, our purpose, I conceive 
should sbe, to promote and encourage scrutiny; to convince by mild, 
but forcible aguments ; to lead with gentle, conciliating persuations ; 
and never towards the objects of their adoration, to blaze forth violent 
Virtupation, or repulsive epithets, the chief tendency of which will be 
| to wound their feelings, and inspire distrust in the purity of our inten- 
tions. 

As 1 have undertaken to address you, I would say a word about 

OUR PROSPECTS 
as far as my observation has extended ; and I have not been idle. 
The desire to enquire into the truth and reasonableness of old settled 
: notions, is gradually, and, of late, quite rapidly increasing. Persons 
who one year ago would stare with amazement at hearing the validity 
of their books or tenets doubted or questioned, and would refuse to 
listen to a word of dispute on the subject, will now very coolly argue 
contested points, and endeavor to penetrate the depths of apparent mys- 
tery, which they formerly thought they must not pry ito, which seem- 
ed to them hidden sublimities. and too sacred for human research. 
This spirit of inquiry will have to operate some time before we shall 
experience any extensive beneficial results from it. At present it is pro- 
gressing in secrecy ; we are still vastly in the minority ; but when we 
undeceive a person, he is not likely to be again decetved ; and there is 
no small degree of satisfaction in contemplating that notwithstanding 
the gigantic power to be subdued, we now have the prospect of living to 
see the day when the balance will be in our favor, and we shall not 
be afraid to hold our heads erect, im our true characters. The imtelli- 
gent part of the clergy will not openly oppose us ; their plan is to com- 
mence with those of ‘ tender thoughts ;”’ to ‘‘ teach the young ideas ;”’ 
to train them in the way they desire them to go; to enslave their facul- 
ties by chaining their minds to one side of the question, and thundering 
terrors of perdition to them, if they should profanely offer to gratify 
their insiduous curiosity, by taking a peep at the opposite side; or be 
so audaciously irreverent as to harbour a doubt, or so culpably mauisi- 
tive as to attempt a disquisition of their heavenly juggles. As long 
as they can succeed in thus perpetuating hereditary blindness and stu- 
pidity, they may feel comparatively safe ; nothing being so dreadful to 
them as to encounter a disposition determined on bursting its fetters, 
and thoroughly examining, and judging for itself; and when they shall 
have conducted their votaries through all the ramified gradations of their 
handsomely organized system, from the sunday schools and petty socie- 
ties, by which ‘they wheedle toy and pin money from unsuspecting In- 
llocence, up to the huge mammoth of attraction, with its hundred auxilli- 
aries, wherein they enumerate their accumulated millions; and their 
disciples shall have ripened under their nurture ; we will merely extract 
their useless dogmas, and supply their place with the light of reason, 
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and fearlessly leave that to the free exercise of its own redeeming ini- 
pulse. 

The priesthood must support, and dare not inveigh against Science ; 
and this alone, in its various modifications, constituting so prominent a 
portion of education, has become a most tremendous engine in the de- 
molition of their (unhappy for them) too vulnerable spiritual fortress ; 
and their late endeavors to coerce an observance of the blessed day, 
upen which their hopes are entirely suspended, will only accelerate 
their ruin. 

Nevertheless, there is yet too much truth in the remarks of some of 
your late correspondents, (vol. 3. pp. 72. 145—6.) relative to the dan- 
gerous consequences to be individually apprehended from a_ public 
avowal of Liberal Principles. Widely different, however, is the case 
with you, and those few others, who have withdrawn from other pur- 
suits, and voluntarily advanced * to the front of the battle,” for the ex- 
press purpose of disseminating truth, in opposition to what we deem 
prejudic e, and popular error ; to advocate Science ; to establish reason, 
im its boundless, predominant, and consumate inportance ; and de- 
molish all superstitions, with their tinsilled deceitfulness. You are to 
to live by, and be sustamed in the cause you have adopted ; and the 
friends of the cause are to exert themselves to the utmost extent that 
prudence will sanction, to have you well sustamed. 

_ ae. 


WEW-YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 5, 1828. 














The Sabbath.—We have received a letter from one of our e wien 
subscribers, expressing his regret that we should have taken the stand 
we have done as to the Sunday law. He says it is a §‘ c7vi/ institution;” 
that he thinks it useful; that all nature calls for rest, and public opinion 
sanctions if. 

We are not aware that we have advanced any thing against resting 
from labor, whenever circumstances, and the inclination of those en- 
gaged in it, lead them todo so. On the contrary, we have always main- 
tained that no portion of our time can be better, or more necessarily em- 
ployed, than that devoted to mental improvement, or when we are en- 
gaged in healthful recreation. Nor do we object to the appointment of 
one, or eyen two days in the week, for the purpose, as expressed by 
our correspondent, of * drawing people together, whereby they may be 
instructed.”’ Our objections are, that the observance of the Sabbath is 
made compulsory ; and although it is said to be merely a civil institu- 
tion, ly the advocates of the measure constantly urge the necessity of its 
observance as a religious duty, which they uniformly endeavor to prove, 
by refering to the bible, or to the creed of some particular sect. 

Viewing it as a ‘ civil’ regulation, no man can be compelled to abstain 
from labor on one day of the week more than on another, without a viola- 
tion of his natural and unaleniable rights, which we are persuaded it was 
the intention of the framers of the general constitution to protect, when 
they drew up that important document. If one part of the community, 
who consider the observance of the Sabbath a religious duty, think they 
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have a right to compel others to follow their example, is this a reason 
why the civi/ power should aid them, by pains and penalties, in thew 
endeavors to enforce that imaginary right? Uf this principle were to be 
recognized, and the catholics were to become the most predominant re- 
lotions pa v, what could prevent them trom establishing the authority of 
the church of Rome, and introducing the Inquisition amongus? The 
fact is, the Sunday law, as it now stands, is a manifest infringement of 
public liberty ; and the attempts now making to render it operative, have 
no other origin than a desire to elevate an intolerant party to power, in 
order that they may bring about an union of church and state, and thus 
subvert the constitution of the country. 


THE EXPLODER. 
[ Continuded from page 367. ] 

These remarks originated, as a consequence, in the hypocritical at- 
Tempt now making to promote the cause of the pru sts, by pious canal 
boats and pious post coaches. The speculative proprietors appointed 
agents and commissioners, sometimes without their consent, to Inanage 
their concerns, in order to give their preceedings an air of importance, 
which, where it not eal their pions blustering in the name of Christ, 
and noisey bullying, would have been of no more consequence to the 
com: nunity, than any i combination @® speculators who should get 
up an opposition of Stages. So perfectly farcical did the scheme 
appear, and so little confidence was pe “| in the grand octet asel 
that not one cent of stock was subscribed from Canandaigua to Buffalo. 
I have inquired at all the villages on the road from Utica to Buffalo, 
and from Rochester to Niagara, and the result is, that for the whole 
pe riod of four years, there has not been to exceede the average number 
of two persons to each town, who have lain by at the stage houses , and 
declined travelling on Sundays, under the pretext of the consciencious 
scruples. It is more than suspected that several of that number would 
not have done so, had they been father from home, or in places where 
they were not know. T estimate the proportion of those who are stop- 
ped by conscience, to those who are not, on Sunday, as unit to twelve 
thousand. If assert and can prove, that two, if not four of the specula- 
‘tors, have themselves travelled on Sunday within six weeks. Had these 
men been disposed quietly to pursue their own buisness, and let others 
do the same in ther own way, I should be easy to let them pass, but 
when I witness such a bare-faced attempt to contvol the opinions and 
feelings of others, by a few individuals of suspected integrity, who set 
themselves up to be exclusively pious, I feel called upon to unmask 
them and their abettors, the priests. 

The veil of priesteraft is not fully seen through. One of their number 
asserted at Canandaigua that the violation of the Sabbath was ‘* worse 
than highway robbery !!"" and yet, that priest is admired by his hearers 
as arational man! Such an as sertion is “one proof out of many that 
actuated by dishonest zeal, men, whose profession is godliness and 
truth, will look in the face of heaven and tell a deliberate lie.” Let the 
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priests gain one victory after another over our rights, and 1 doubt nct 
they would consent to a law, as in the reign of Charles If, which. let 
loose the highway robbers, and declared them exempt from punishment 
for having robbed persons in the act of violating the Sabbath. 

These are the times in which it has become fashionable to affect pie- 
ty to pretend to be devout, “run about like roaring lions,” seeking to 
do good, in which ignorant men, trifling women, silly girls, and stupid 
boys, think themselves inspired to preach “a rigid observance of the 
Sabbath-day,”’ ignorant or regardless of the consequences which such 
observance is likely to produce upon the morals of mankind. 

It is characteristic of ignorance, bigotry, and fanatacism, never to 
examine but one side of a question in relation to religion, or the forms 
of religion, and to refuse to listen to what is said in opposition to the 
to the notions of the particular priest, under whose dictations they have 
been educated, therefore it is, that we witness such furious zeal amongst 
the ignorant. 

The priests of all denominations, in all agesof the world, have made 
use of ignorant men and silly women to affect their ends, pretending that 
it is decreed by heaven, “* The foolish shall confound the wise.” ‘Their 
very ignorance prevents them from seeing through the cratt of the priests, 
which makes them their tools, and their zeal becomes heated in pre- 
cisely the same ratio as they are deficient in sense. 

Where it not for the supexgpr light and intelligence of the present age, 
we might witness a repetition of the horrors which the ptous fanaticism 
of Peter the Hermit spread over Palestine, by means of the Crusades, 
during which, four millions of Christians laid down their lives in pur- 
suit of a phantom of a tomb stone of Jesus—The difference between 
the present state of the world, and what it was only 140 years ago, 
when thé puritan fathers hanged the Quakers, and burned the w itches, 
is owing to the exercise of the greatest and most distinguishing gift 
which has been bestowed upon us—the gift of reason. Let us there- 
fore cease to do violence to the giver by trampling upon it: but let us 
cherish it with a hope that it will lead us to superior intelligence, virtue, 
and their fruit, superior happiness. 

We have laid aside, as follies, many of the dogmas of our ancestors 
in government, philosophy, and the sciences, so that our children 
look upon them with contempt.— Why is that we shake off their learn- 
ed nonsense on those subjects, and adhere so tenaciously to their learn- 
edjnonsense in matters of religion ? 

The priests ,;who have wasted their youth in poring over the useless 
dead languages, and old musty theology, instead of cultiv ating modern 
literature, and the useful sciences, being at the bottom of the vast exer- 
tions to sustain the idle observance of the Sabbath, have led me to ex- 
amine into some of their schemes for procuring money under false pre- 
tences in the name of Christ, and their mstitutions for trammeling the 
human mind, aud perpetuating their own power. 

As their net never suffers the widow’s mite to slip through its meshes, 
even when wet with the tears of the orphan, I wish to exhibit a sample 
of the manner in which these mntes are disposed of. 
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The * Society for Christianizing the Jews” shall receive my first 
notice. —We all know with what eclat it was brought into the world 
with its hundreds of auxiliaries, of mites, rags, and cents, and how the 
school children were wheedled out of their ginger-bread money, by men 
with black coats, under the pretext of saving the souls of the benighted 
Jews. In 1825, that Society hired a farm at Harrison, in the county 
of Westchester, at $700 per annum ; employed Col. , a cousin of 
one of the dire ctors, to superintend the farm, at a salary of $500 per 
annum, in addition to all his expenses. They paid the Reverend Ste- 
phen N. Rowan, as agent, $600 per annum ; the Reverend Mr. Frey, as 
travelling beggar, his expenses and $1200 per annum; the Reverend 
Mr. Ogilby for going from New York to Harrison, his expenses, about 
&5, and $10 pay, equal to $15 each Sunday, for preaching a sermon to 
Mr. Jacoby, the only Jew on the farm. T ‘hey hired a country seat of 
one of the Direetors, at $300 per annum. ‘Two of the directors, under 
the pretence of selecting a farm, made a pleasare jaunt to Niagara 
Falls, for which they were allowed 84 each per day, in addition to al/ 
their expenses. David Hart, a converted Jew, well recommended by 
the society at Glasgow, arrived at New York in great poverty, and ap- 
plied for assistance or employment: they neither gave him a cent of 
the one, nor an hour of the other. 

The “ Cornwall School for Educating Heathen Youths, to act as 
Christian Missionaries,” flourished for a season, and the priests got 
well fed, until it was found that some of their favourites, on returning to 
the South Seas, had become abandoned cut throats, that others had in- 
termarried with our delicate maidens, whom they took to the South, as 
associates for their vagabond Indians and half naked squaws. The in- 
telligence of the community withheld contributions, cut off the sep of 
the Priests. and the school expired. 

The ‘“ Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen,” 
fed the Sargent families at $500 per annum, among the Stockbridge 
Indians for Ninety years, during which time, they never taught them to 
make a blanket or a shirt, but they did create fi amily broils, and taught 
them to sing Psalms. What has become of all the boasted effects of 
the missionaries, from the Jesuits who ransacked South America, and 
the French Catholics who perambulated this contment, down to those 
who are now singing and quarrellmg among the Seneca Indians at 
Buffalo? The effect has been such as could have been anticipated, 
had it been known that they undertook to mstruct in the mysteries of the 
Christian religion previously to teaching the art of making bread. 
Most of these missionaries, heated with enthusiasm, started in pursuit 
of imaginary good, too ignorant, and too [ittle acquainted with human 
nature, to fix upon any scheme of practical utility. 

The “ Missionaries among the Hindoos, aided by the A. B. or com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions” must now be attended to. Dr. Carey, 
yes, the pious, the good Dr. Carey, the humble follower of Jesus, lives 
ina palace at Calcutta, filled with servants, rides in a palanquin on the 
shoulders of men, and receives his siz thousand dollars per annum. 
Compare the state of ths pampered priest with the condition of the 
widows and fatherless who are called upon to contribute their mites for 
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his support. He has never converted a single respectable Hindoo to the 
christian religion, but on the contrary, his son, felix Carey has adopt- 
ed the pagan faith. See the letters of Harriet Newell, for a discription 
of their prodigal and luxurious mode of living. 

‘To be Concluded in our next 
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The Progress of Christian Superstition. 
[Continued from page 351. ] 


Si. Godgwwe, in 614, found out after so many centuries, that the con- 
nexion between sponsers and their god-children, was so sacred, they 
ought not to be married; and declared this to be such an impe diment, 
that it could not be removed without a dispensation ; and to show the real 
object of this, it could not be obtamed without money—So lucrative an 
institution is still kept up for the benefit of the Clergy, 

Honorius 1st was elected in 626. In his time was introduced the 
exaltation of the cross, and was the first that gave the title of Catholic, 
to Suyntila, King of Spain. For this he is still honored among the 
Spaniards. 

Vitalianius, elected in 656, was the first to introduce organs into the 
church. This served to amuse the faithful, and keep them in harmony 
for some time. 

Leo 2d, in 682, imstituted the asperges, or sprinkling of salt water 
over the flock This was by way of hte Do to the Devil, who is al- 
ways very busy about the fold, and shewed Leo’s care and judgment, 
as a good pastor 

Sergius ist, elected in 687. added the Agnus’s to the Mass which 
he found too short, no doubt, owing to the neglect of his predecessors. 

Constantinus Ist, was made Pope in 708. The Emperor Justinian 
kissed his foot, and hence the custom of worshipping the Popes. It 
may be naturally expected, when the dead Popes received divine hon- 

rs, it would not be long before the living Popes would have the like 
homage done unto them by an idolitrous and debased world. Idolatry 
now was getting to its height, in the christian church, and equalled ev- 
ery thing of the kind, that had been ever seen among the Pagans. 

Gregory 3d, promoted the worship of images in 714, and was the 
first to give the King of France the title of Most Christian ; because, 
probably, he promoted, more than any other, the Superstition of the 
times. 

Adrian Ast, was very active in encouraging the worship of the cross, 
and of images.s for this was the rage ofthe day, and the Priests knew 
how to turn it to account. 

Leo 3d, elected in 795, crowned Charlamaign Emperor, and canon- 
ized a batch of benedictine Friars, taking the power from the Bishops, 
who, till this, had the privilege of deifving men in their respective dio- 
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cesses. ‘To crown Emperors, on earth, and make semi-gods in heaven, 
was a power that no Priest had ever enjoyed before ; and well might 
this Pope have said ; ‘* This fable turns to noble account for us.” 

Stephen 5th in 816, decreed that no person should become Pope, that 
had not, like a freemason, passed master, or been ordained a Priest. 

Leo Ath, in 847, instituted the octavo, in honor of Mary’s assuinption 
to heaven. It would appear that the Popes were emulous who should 
pay most honors to the Virgin. It was at this time the heretics say 
that Pope Jone figured in Rome. 

Stephen 6th, in 885, is said to have destroyed a pl: igue of Locusts with 
his holy water ! but, if ever the church had need of supernatural aid and 
miracles, it is at present, when such swarms of infidel Locust are spread- 
ing all over the world, and devouring the holy meal of the church. 

In the beginning of the 9th century, we f find the Popes, mostly Monks, 
succeed each other in rapid succession in St. mee ter’s old armed chair— 
chiefly taken up with mutual persecution, or promoting the interests of 
their respective orders. But, that the otlitiary should not pass aways 
without something of note having been done in it. 

John 13th, invented the christening and blessing of bells, which cere- 
monies must certainly have rendered ‘these noisey things, more sonorous 
and pleasing to the pious ear of a good christian. 

John 15th, was elected in 985. It was in his reign that the commem- 
oration of the dead began ; and as it seemed a good natured institution, 
it soon spread far and near, among the ignorant faithful. However, at 
this time, it is probable, the Priests wanted money, and thought it an 
fasy means of raising a revenue, to sell their prayers. Wherever igno- 
rance and superstition prevails, this tax is still collected froin the deluded 
people, who ought to know that if purchased prayers cannot serve the liv- 
ing, they will be of no avail to the dead. 

“Benedict Sth, in 1012, gave Casemir, a Monk, leave to marry and be 
crowned King of Poland—We notice this, only to shew, what power his 
holiness assumed at this time over men’s minds and bodies—fully keep- 
ing up the character of God’s Vice-Gerent, on earth. 

‘Benedict Mh, was elected Pope in 1033, atthe age of ten. It may 
be presumed that the church was wisely governed by this infant Pope. 
and that neither superstition or idolitry lost any thing during his happy 
reign, which lasted 10 years. The rest ofthis century was spent by the 
holy fathers in excommunicating Kings, damning heretics, who began 
to be very numerous, and in promoting the worship and adoration of Saints 
and Angels, among whom the Goddess Mary took the lead. 

The Ith century was spent by the popes in granting Friars leave to 
marry, in establishing monkish orders, and in promoting wars and massa- 
eres inthe holy land: which,after all, was retaken by the Turks, in the 
time of Urban 3d, who died in 1187 of grief, it is said, for this success of 
the infidels over the faithful ! 


; 


[To be continued. 


Free Press Tract Fund.—Although theadvocates of liberal principles are opposed 
to these Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies, which have been established in this 
and other countries, the principle on which these Societies proc eed cannot but 
receive their approbation. It. in fact, originated with the friends of civil and religions 
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liberty in Europe, and would, long ere this, have overthrown political as well as 
spiritual tyranny, had not measures been adopted to restrain the dissemination ot 
all writings calculated to dispel the mists of ignorance. 4 

A plan so excellent and efficient was not to be lost sight of by the priesthood. 
They immediately perceived that a system so well adapted to operate on the 
human mind in favor of liberal principles, might, now that its progress had been 
arrested by the civil power, be acted upon with advantage in aid of religion. Pious 
tracts were thus substituted for those of a liberal tendency; and that mighty engine, 
the press, the value of which can only be appreciated when it is employed in diffusing 
knowledge, has been prostituted to the base purpose of arresting the progress ot 
science, in order to extend the empire of superstition, and the influence of the 
priesthood. 

The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the deception 
practised upon them—to give birth to reflection—to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more exten- 
sively, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than ten thousand of those religious productions, with which the country is inundated, 
and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fifths of the im; 
habitants. 

With these views, the “ Free Press Association” respectfully solicit the co-opera- 
tion of the friends of Truth throughout the United States, who will be supplied with 
‘Tracts at cost prices. 

Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent. 

A donation of $10 wili entitie the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A 
donation of $5, to 250 pages annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Press Tract 
Depository, 422, Broadway, New-York. 

The following Tracts are now for sale at the Depository. 

No. 1. Christian Mysteries.—8 pages. 

No. 2. Progress and Effects of Christianity. —4 pages. 

* * All orders must be post paid, and accompanied by a remittance. Nos. 3 and 
4 will be put to press in a few days; and the subsequent numbers as soon after as 
the receipts will meet the expenses. 





Free Press Association —The regular monthly meeting of the “Free Press Associ- 
ation,” will be held in the Lecture room in the ‘ Temple of Science,” (formerly the 
Bethel’Academy,) Elizabeth-street, between Houston and Bleeker streets, on Sunday, 
[ to-morrow) July 6th, at 11 o’clock forenoon. In the afternoon, a Theological Lec- 
ture will be delivered at 4 o’clock. 





Sociely of Free Enquirers.—This society now holds its meetings in the Long Room, 
No. 163 Chatham-street, where lectures are regularly delivered every Sunday after- 
noon at 3 o’clock. 

N. B.—There is an entrance to the room also in James-street. 


The CORRESPONDENT is published at 422 Broadway, by Gro. Houston & 
Co. Terms—$3 per annum in advance. The first four numbers having been 





reprinted, complete sets can be had at the original subscription price. 





